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http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/poetry_and_art/downloads/twenty_titles.pdf
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What’s Expos?

• not writing seminars
• also, not writing sems
• read and write academic argument, using 

evidence
• 10-15 students per class
• individual conferences on every draft 

(in addition to office hours)
• only the final draft is graded



Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://connectere.wordpress.com/2011/01/09/the-pain-of-the-five-paragraph-essay/
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Presentation Notes
https://artpublicmontreal.ca/en/artiste/belanger-rose-aimee/






They Say =

• a persistent problem, 
question, or puzzle

• current answer(s) to 
that question or 
problem

So what? =
• why this 

matters; what’s 
at stake
matters; what’s 

I Say =

• shows a flaw or 
omission or implication 
in what “they say”   

• offers a new, better 
answer

—Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein, 
They Say, I Say;

—Will Evans, 
“‘The Elements’ of Hopkins Expos”



Problem 
(ongoing conversation)

Established view
(voice in the convo)

Flaw (in the established view)
Thesis (corrects the flaw)

Motive (so what? what’s 
next? what’s at stake?)

—Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein, 
They Say, I Say;

—Will Evans, 
“‘The Elements’ of Hopkins Expos”

They say 

I say 

So what?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WE TEACH STUDENTS TO READ FOR THIS AND THEN TO WRITE THIS WAY



Diversity & Inclusion

• Identity
• Sense of belonging

oAcademic interests/affinities/biases
oWays of learning
oCampus experience

• What works against these



Curriculum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/lists/my-grammys-weird-al-david-sedaris-and-more-remember-the-big-night-20150203/david-sedaris-20150202
http://www.law.columbia.edu/faculty/patricia-williams
http://burke.weill.cornell.edu/events/taking-critical-look-neurorehabilitation

Octavia Butler, Ursula K Le Guin, ZZ Packer, James Baldwin, Stephen Jay Gould, Karen Palmer, David Sedaris, Danielle S. Allen, John W. Krakauer
(Also Neil DeGrasse Tyson, Martha Nussbaum, Annie Dillard)



Campus Conversations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EVEN WHEN I CAN’T USE A LOCAL SYMPOSIUM TO WRITE MY SYLLABUS, I CAN SHOW STUDENTS HOW HOPKINS COMMUNITY MEMBERS ARE RESPONDING TO THE WORLD AROUND US



Presenter
Presentation Notes
FRESHMAN BOOK READ IN FALL 2017. STINKY, underwater robot that beat MIT.
https://us.macmillan.com/tradebooksforcourses/academictrade/9780374534981/spareparts 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
ANAND PANDIAN. YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THE SCI FI WRITER URSULA LE GUIN ON THE CURRICULUM SLIDE. SHE PASSED RIGHT BEFORE THE SEMESTER STARTED.
https://anthrodendum.org/2018/01/26/ursula-ak-le-guin-interplanetary-anthropologist-2/



Conversations among 
disciplines & registers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
INTERDISCIPLINARITY ISN’T NEW. ONE ARTICLE I USE WITH STUDENTS IS STEPHEN JAY GOULD’S ACCOUNT OF HOW DARWIN DREW ON THOMAS MALTHUS AND ADAM SMITH TO COME UP WITH THE THEORY OF NATURAL SELECTION.  . . . KOBLITZ GIVES A CONTEMPORARY SPIN . . .



Presenter
Presentation Notes
AND HERE, INTELLECTUAL WORK IS OPERATING NOT JUST ACROSS DISCIPLINES BUT ALSO ACROSS REGISTERS. OP-ED IN NYT THAT FOCUSES ON FANTASY FICTION? YES.
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/13/opinion/david-brooks-the-child-in-the-basement.html



Response Writing



The Classroom
Ways of Learning & Terms of Engagement

• Fail
• Color
• Sort
• Build 
• Analyze
• Talk
• Join [the conversation]
• Engage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I work with a lot of students who are afraid of writing . . .Different things work for different students. Universal design—the MIX of ways of teaching helps ALL students.



Fail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
research on this is clear, ask Macie
http://failuremuseum.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=museum+of+failure&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS771US771&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjozdGZ4dPZAhWEnOAKHT5OCT0Q_AUIDCgD&biw=1366&bih=603#imgrc=Xp7NOrIDWcl5bM:




Color

Problem 
(ongoing conversation)

Established view
(voice in the convo)

Flaw in the EV
Thesis (corrects the flaw)

Motive
(so what? what’s 
next? what’s at stake?)

—Will Evans, 
“‘The Elements’ of Hopkins Expos”

They say . . .

I say . . .

So what?



Sort 
[key words for argument]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
you don't have to write! just sort! 
EXAMPLE: however, repudiate, contest, reject = FLAW. "Instead, I argue" = THESIS. etc.



Sort 
[textual analysis]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
imagine these images are on 2 cards in front of you, and you need to sort examples of "analysis" as either coffee convo or actual textual analysis. So, the text being analyzed is this: : FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER ONCE DESCRIBED REFUGEES AS A “SWARM OF MIGRANTS.” Answer A: “THAT MADE ME CRAZY.” Answer B: THE WORD “SWARM” SUGGESTS INVASION, THREAT . . . AS WELL AS EQUATING HUMANS TO INSECTS.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umqvYhb3wf4




Build your argument



Analyze [interpret]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Martin Puryear American, 1999 
That Profile 
Stainless steel, bronze 540 x 360 x 136 in. 99.SI.51 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/poetry_and_art/downloads/twenty_titles.pdf




Talk

• Wait time (silence is ok)
• Jot answer down first
• Think, pair, share
• Questions on index 

cards (time to prep)
• Worries & wishes 

(anonymous)
• “Sky is blue” questions: 

establish what we know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/blue-sky/en/



Join the conversation 
(aka, make your argument)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://blog.sumall.com/journal/your-social-media-elevator-pitch.html



Engage

Terms of engagement:

(1) frustration & uncertainty
(2) fluency
(3) empathy
(4) love

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I can’t say this word, on its own, without thinking of Captain Picard . . . But what I mean here is to help and expect students to engage fully in their work on campus—not just their science brains for science, or even just their intellectual skills for their courses. Rather, they come here with richness of experience far beyond the academic classroom



(1) Frustration & uncertainty

frustration =
unrealized potential

uncertainty =
curiosity

• intriguing
• puzzling 
• interesting
• provocative
• generative
• new
• creative
• bigger 

allowance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://theamericanscholar.org/low-definition-in-higher-education/#

A student . . . who’d been frustrated for weeks by my suggestion that thesis statements were probably not good things to have about works of literature began to recognize that her frustration was partly a fear of freedom. "You’re really just increasing my allowance," she said.

What if we remove the idea of failure from the equation? . . . [T]he psychoanalyst and essayist Adam Phillips suggests that if we accept frustration as a way of outlining what we really want, satisfaction suddenly becomes possible. As he argues in his most recent work, Missing Out, to crave a life without frustration is to crave a life without the potential to identify and accomplish our desires.
https://www.nypl.org/audiovideo/adam-phillips-paul-holdengr%C3%A4ber





(2) Fluency

• complexity
• ambivalence
• insight

• questions
• explanations
• hypotheses

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I ask them to truly think of argument as conversation--like their own conversations about friends, family, life. Think of the nuance and precision of those conversations--bring that to your academic thinking.
https://theamericanscholar.org/low-definition-in-higher-education/#




(3) Empathy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Building-a-Bridge-Between/235305?cid=at&elq=af8fea76ab474e559fd6d4d7bc5fa6ec&elqCampaignId=2452&elqTrackId=a9e2800de33946bc83b15ee5cddb0ce9&elqaid=7908&elqat=1&utm_medium=en&utm_source=at

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Why-STEM-Majors-Need-the/238833?cid=at&elq=8d2b42e685614e509432b57a790d924f&elqCampaignId=4857&elqTrackId=19aff5f4012c46c1b91343e31ac52ace&elqaid=12042&elqat=1&utm_medium=en&utm_source=at


http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2010/06/british-bionic-cat-back-on-the-move-after-receiving-prosthetic-paws.html
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/63/TiedarchBridge-diagram.svg/1024px-TiedarchBridge-diagram.svg.png





(4) Love
I might like to ask every student  . . . 
and every professor. . . Are you 
learning anything about love here?

Is your idea of love narrowing down 
to a practical matter of who you’re 
going to bed with or marrying or 
living with? 
Or is your idea of love expanding so 
that you’re able to love more things 
about the world and make love 
happen around you? 
You have a chance in any 
discipline to think about love 
as an opportunity to develop a 
moral core that’s going to 
create health, well-being, and 
generosity around you.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Are-Students-Learning/238449




Thank you
Dr. Anne-Elizabeth Brodsky

Senior Lecturer, Expository Writing
with thanks to my colleagues in EWP, Summer Teaching Institute, & CER

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://hub.jhu.edu/2017/08/30/class-of-2021-photo/
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