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Sargon the Great and the Charismatic Rulers of Ancient Akkad of
Mesopotamia

This module provides an introduction to the art of the Akkadian Empire (c. 2300-2150
BCE), focusing specifically on the use of past artistic traditions by the Akkadian kings
to promote a new ideology of kingship. Written by Dr. M. Feldman, professor in the
Department of Near Eastern Studies, Johns

The Ancient City of Babylon
This module discusses the ancient city of Babylon, specifically the archaeological

remains from the period of the Neo-Babylonian Empire. The city is placed in its
cultural context and some historical background is given. The importance of the city
as a religious and cult center is discussed in detail. Written

The Babylonian Map of the World: A Portrayal of Mytho-Historic Reality
This module provides an introduction to ancient Babylonian concepts of myth,
history, and reality through the analysis of the Babylonian Map of the World. The Map
of the World provides an opportunity to study an ancient Babylonian’s perception of
reality, which was shaped by myth as much as

Amorite Rulers in Mesopotamia:The Palace of Zimri-Lim at Mari, and
Hammurabia, King of Babylon

Of the Amorite kings that ruled Mesopotamia during the "Old Babylonian® period, or
early 2nd millennium BCE, Zimri-Lim of Mari and Hammurabi of Babylon are the most
well-known. This module explores the artistic and architectural products of their
respective reigns. investigating how these kings used physical objects to

The Royal Cemetery of Ur and Sumerian “Kingship” in Ancient
Mesopotamia

This module serves as an introduction to the Royal Cemetery of Ur, one of the
greatest archaeological finds in Near Eastern Studies. The archaeological and art
historical evidence found within the Royal Gemetery is this module’s primary focus,
with emphasis placed on the Cemetery’s social significance
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The City of Uruk and the Late Uruk Period

The city of Uruk is located in southern Mesopotamia (present-day southern Iraq) and was excavated by German archaeologists from
1912 until 1978, though not continuously (fig. 1). The archaeological site of Uruk is incredibly large, dwarfing later cities such as
Athens and Jerusalem, and the two main areas of excavation were centered on the Eanna Precinct and the Anu Ziggurat, monumental
religious buildings (fig. 2). These temples played a prominent role in the economic and political activities of the ruling elite. For more

information on the archaeological site, please explore the Deutsches Archéologisches Institut website. This video, made by Artefacts,
shows a reconstruction of parts of Uruk.
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Cylinder Seal of Ibni-Sharrum - OnLab exhibition

Figure 11. The cylinder seal of Ibni-Sharrum.

Seals and Writing

As cylinder seals developed in conjunction with tokens and writing they are often found in the same archaeological contexts, and their
uses are likely to be closely connected. The shape of the cylinder seal may have developed out of the need to seal the earliest
rounded bullae. Their precursor, stamp seals, were perfectly appropriate for sealing flat clay tablets and were much less complex to
produce, but were less suitable for covering bullae (fig. 15). The increasing complexity of the bureaucracy may also have played a role
in the expanding use of cylinder seals as they offered a larger surface area on which to carve designs. This may have allowed
individual seals to be more personalized, meaning that the growing number of officials could have distinct seals (Ross 2014: 305).
Another link to the development of writing is the possibility that the pictographic signs first used in early writing were derived from the
meotifs used in seal iconography (Ross 2014: 296).
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Let’s Begin...

Before the sun never set on the British Empire; before Genghis Khan swept the steppe; before Rome extended its influence to encircle the Mediterranean Sea; there was ancient Assyria. Considered by
historians to be the first true empire, Assyria’s innovations laid the groundwaork for every superpower that has followed. Marian H Feldman details the rise and fall of the Assyrian Empire.
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